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Dear Fr. Ellacuria,
Jose of the Triune God’s grace,

As you are in the heavenly glory, truly to be envied, you know that we
met for the first time, a Spaniard and an Austrian S] confrere, at your priest-
ly ordination on March 18, 1962, in the Cathedral of Taipei. That day we did
not have time to talk in further details. But I heard very early about your
dynamic interest and care for people in social needs. When we met in Cha-
banel, Manila, during your tertianship, in 1965, | was studying theology in

Baguio, you looked even more saintly than in 1962.

Our most intensive cooperation began, when I returned from my studies
in Rome, 1970-1974; but that time you were already two years in the Fujen
Theologate, together from 1972 to 1983. It was a rare pleasure to develop
step by step a deep and lasting friendship, combining your charism for
social servie and my interest in theology, but always trying to integrate the-
ology (we might call it “theory”) with being “a man for others” (we might
call it “praxis”). I'll never forget the teamteaching classes at our Fu Jen

Faculty of Theology of St. Robert Bellarmine.

Your love for people influenced me surely deeper than [ was aware of
it.

In the following years, following your kind invitation, I was priv-
eledged to be a member of the steering committee of RNC, a precious
period of learning many things in further depth, listening to your
reports, based on the cooperation with specialists and learned persons

in the field of social reality, especially in Taiwan.
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You deserve our deep admiration for your deeply rooted faith and
reaction, when you in 1989 heard that your younger brother and Co-Jesu-
it [gnacio was murdered in El Salvador, together with five other S] confreres

and two ladies, Mother and Daughter.

And here a story you might hear for the first time: Jose, you were visiting
our Theologate together with Fr. Jess Brena SJ, your closest cooperator in
social services. We had a fine chat, four of us, you, Fr. Eduard Landeta SJ and
myself. After a delicious afternoon café, you departed. When you walked
towards the maingate of the Theologate, Fr. Landeta and myself looked at
you with deep, deep sympathy. And then Fr. Landeta said about you both
two words which sank into my deepest heart: “Buena Gente” (really good
people). Dear Jose, I cannot find a higher praise of you than these two

words.

Finally, you were on the move to go back to your home-country, Spain, in
1996, you asked us to help you to find a suitable successor for leadership in
RNC. The result of a prayerful brainstorming session was: Sr. Stephanie Wei
Wei, MMB. You could then peacefully return to Spain, where many people

were waiting for your spiritual accompaniment.

Dear Jose, you are in Heaven. Please, pray for us, as we prayed for you in
deep gratitude that the Triune God gave us such a wonderful gift in your
Person. One day, only God Triune knows when, we will embrace each other

in the glory of Heaven!

A.M.D.G.

Sincerely your brother in Christ,
Luis Gutheinz SJ from Austria,
a little place compared with Great Spain!
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ONE THIRD OoF THE F1rrYy YEARS
OoF RERUM NOVARUM

Fifty years ago, in 1970, I had been a Jesuit for 5 years and arriving in
Hong Kong to teach French in a secondary school there, in lieu of military
service. It was the time of the Cultural Revolution in China and for me
Taiwan was unknown territory. As a person under the French military, I was
not allowed to go there, and it is only in 1981 that I was able to visit Taiwan
for the first time. But at that time also, [ had not heard of Rerum Novarum.
My first visit to the Center was in 1993, one year before I was to move defi-
nitely to Taiwan that I first heard of the Center. In 1994, I was happy to
spend one year with Fr. Jose Ellacuria in the community of Kuangchi Pro-
gram Service, at a time when he was redefining what Rerum Novarum was

to become.

It was in 1999, after the earthquake, that [ understood a bit better the
role of Rerum Novarum, under the guidance of Sister Wei Wei with whom I
went to visit the earthquake affected areas. A few years ago, in 2004, I had
then settled in Jianshi for a full year when the Aere (& #]) Typhoon and
followed by to others struck the township and that of Wufeng. [t was for me
the occasion to rediscover Rerum Novarum and work with Sister Wei Wei.
This is when were started the special classes (GifiliE/t) for junior high
school aborigines students in Zhudong. Under the guidance of &1, I was
happy to help this work of Rerum Novarum teaching English for some ten

years.
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It is during that time that I became a member of the Management Com-

mittee, being asked in 2007 to take its chairmanship from Fr. Luis Guthienz.

It was, for me, a great experience in the understanding of Taiwan society
to work on one side as an English teacher and to lead the Management
Committee, with so many dedicated personalities who accepted to give

their time for the Center.

It was also a great experience to work more closely with all those dedi-
cated members of the staff. Be it in the area of foreign workers or in the
work with aborigines and all the other programs of Rerum Novarum,
during those years, the Center was a place where we could follow the evolu-
tions of Taiwan society. In some ways, thanks to the leadership of Sr. Wei
Wei, Rerum Novarum made it a better place to live for those who were too

often left aside or forgotten.

Of those 50 years, | have accompanied Rerum Novarum for one third of
its time. But, even if it is not much, [ am proud to have been able to be pres-
ent for that time and I thank all those who have helped me in my position.
Fifty is a round figure, but it is certainly not an end of anything. [ am happy
to see new projects being launched, answering new needs of Taiwan Soci-
ety. Indeed, there is no limit to what we can do. In that sense, Rerum Novar-
um is and will stay an important work of the Society of Jesus, recognized

not only in Taiwan, but also in other parts of the world.

Yves Nalet, S.].

(2007-2019Management Committee Chairman)
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Ako po si Lourdes Balagtas Palguera, na kasalukuyang nagtatrabaho
dito sa Taiwan, bilang isang caretaker. Hindi po natin masasabi na hindi
tayo ,magkakaproblema, Minsan may darating sa ating,pagsubok na
hindi natin inaasahan. Nang makilala ko ang Rerum Novarum Center
noong panahon na ako ay nasa gitna ng pagsubok sa aking trabaho, hindi

kopo alam anong aking gagawin. Laking pasasalamat ko po at nakilala ko

ang Rerum Novarum Center.

Napakalaki po ng tulong nila sa aming mga OFW’s lalo napo sa akin,
Marami po silang events para sa kagaya naming desidido matuto upang
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madagdagan ang aming kaalaman, hanggang sa aking spiritual na pamu-
muhay. Masasabi ko po lahat ng kanilang events ay kapaki-kapak-
inabang. Kaya sa bawat event po nila, hanggat kaya ko at may pagkakata-
on ako, hindi ko ito pinalalampas. Napakarami ko po natutunan sa kanila,
na aking nagagamit sa aking kasalukuyang trabaho.

Sa lahat po ng bumubuo sa Rerum Novarum Center, ako po ay taos
pusong nagpapasalamat. Lagi po silang bukas palad na tumulong para sa
ikabubuti naming mga OFW’s. Lalo na po kay maam Carol na laging naka-
suporta, sa sinumang mangailangan, hanggat kaya niya tulungan, hang-
gang sa pgbibigay po ng spiritual magazine. Lagi po nilang hangarin ay
mapabuti ang bawat taong mangagawa dito sa Taiwan. Anumang pagod,
hindi nila alintana, ang lagi nila iniisip ay kapakanan ng bawat mangaga-
wa nangangailangan ng tulong.

Dahil po sa kanila, napakarami kopo natutunan. Sila po nagbigay ng
lakas loob sa akin para harapin ang buhay dito sa Taiwan. Kaya naman po
hinding hindi ko sila makakalimutan saan man ako makarating. Lagi
kopo dalangin na nawa’y lalo pa po pagpalain ang bawat miyembro na
bumubuo sa Rerum Novarum Center, gayundin ang kanila buong pami-
lya,sa mga sumusuporta at kagaya ko nagtitiwala.

Maraming salamat po. God bless...... D(
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Terima kasih pak jason bantu saya pulang indonesia, karena sesuatu
terjadi di rumah saya, anak saya di rumah menunggu saya pulang. Agensi
tidak membantu pada awalnya * dan majikan gak mau saya pulang,
solnya tidak cukup orang pada saat keberangkatan * tapi pak jason bantu
saya omong sama majikan dan agent > akhirnya mereka setuju saya
pulang indonesia ’ sekali lagi Terima kasih banyak pada pak jason bantu
saya °* Aku tidak akan pernah melupakan bantuan anda.

Agus dari indramayu indonesia
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